[image: image1.jpg]Abilene
2 |

The Friwdé/ Erontior




Abilene Chamber of Commerce Abilene Convention & Visitors Bureau
Media Release


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Date:  

April 30, 2007





        Contact: 
         Nanci Liles (325) 676-2556
 

Abilene Ropes In the Texas High School Rodeo Association

 State Finals for 2008, 2009, 2010

Abilene, TX – 

At a recent meeting in Dallas, the board of directors for the Texas High School Rodeo Association selected Abilene to host the State Finals for another three years. Abilene was awarded the contract, giving Abilene bragging rights as the host for the State Finals for twenty-one consecutive years.  

“Major facility renovations throughout the state at competitive venues caused concern during the bid process” said Nanci Liles, Executive Director of the Abilene Convention and Visitors Bureau.  By the deadline date however, only one city (San Angelo) submitted a proposal.  Other venues, such as Waco were booked during the required dates and did not submit a bid.  The Expo Center of Taylor County is one of the few venues capable of hosting the stall and RV hookup requirements.  .  An Expo Center Task Force was created to review the Expo Center and its position in the marketplace.  The final report will be completed in May.
The Texas High School Rodeo State Finals bring 700-900 contestants and families into Abilene for eight days and generates $1.7 million.  
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